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News 10

Georgian Dream working on new 
program for pensioners

August 8

The Georgian Dream is working on a new 
program, which is designed specifically for 
pensioners, - Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili 
told reporters in the Racha region. 

According to the Prime Minister, the program will 
provide tax benefits to the companies that 
employ pensioners. "This in no way implies the 
removal of pensions or social benefits. This is 
an opportunity for getting extra income for many 
experienced people.

The program will be called "Life goes on" and 
its presentation will probably be held in the 
nearest days. The Ministry of Health and Social 
Affairs and the Ministry of Finance are working 
on the program.

I am confident that this program will bring very 
important results, as many people will get the 
joy of life. I think we can better use the potential 
of the older generation", - said the Prime Minis-
ter.

There is huge difference between the 
current and the 2012 pre- election 
processes - Giorgi Kvirikashvili

August 8 

Today there is no gap between the government 
and people, and this is the greatest achieve-
ment, - Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili said in 
Akhaltsikhe, where he presented the Georgian 
Dream’s majoritarian candidates. 

Giorgi Kvirikashvili recalled the 2012 pre-elec-
tion period. “There is huge difference between 
the current and the 2012 pre- election process-
es, but we are not satisfied with the achieve-
ment. We know how much hardship there is in 
the regions, we know how much difference there 
is between the levels of life of the capital and 
the countryside.

Our main goal today is to take rapid steps in the 
next four years in order to ensure that each 
family feels well-being. We are a rich country; 
we are a diverse country; we have centuries-old 
traditions and culture of peaceful coexistence of 
different cultures, different nationalities. We have 
a great history and our future should be worthy 
of the continuation our ancestors’ legacy,"- 
Kvirikashvili told supporters.

State Audit Office studies facts of 
alleged vote-buying          

August 9 

The State Audit Office has started studying the 
information released by the Fair Elections NGO 
as per which the Prime Minister and the Chair-
man of the Adjara Government granted a newly-
wed couple with presents and that might contain 
signs of a crime.

As InterpressNews was told by the Financial 
Monitoring Service of Political Parties, they have 
already begun to check the information.

"We will request detailed information from the 
municipality, after which it will be possible to 
determine whether there has been violation of 
the law", - Zurab Aznaurashvili, the head of the 
Financial Monitoring Service said.

According to Fair Elections, gifting the potential 
voters by the Prime Minister and the Chairman 
of the Adjara Government during pre-election 
period might contain sings of administrative 
violation or criminal offense.



News 11

GYLA lawsuit on Saakashvili’s partici-
pation in election campaign not grant-
ed

August 9

The lawsuit of the Georgian Young Lawyers' 
Association (GYLA) concerning involvement of 
foreign citizen Mikheil Saakashvili in the election 
campaign has not been granted. 

The Adjarian Supreme Election Commission 
refused to consider the suit on its merits.

According to the Commission, Mikheil Saakash-
vili is not a citizen of Georgia, is not currently in 
Georgia and therefore, his action cannot serve 
as grounds for an administrative sanction.

The Georgian Young Lawyers' Association 
submitted a suit to the Central Election Commis-
sion as well, though the Commission ahs not 
published its report yet.

The case concerns Mikheil Saakashvili’s video 
address at the election meeting of the National 
Movement, where the former President asked 
population for support. The Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association described the above-men-
tioned as alleged vote-buying. 

Giorgi Margvelashvili launches cam-
paign for encouraging voters to go to 
polls

August 9 

President Giorgi Margvelashvili has launched a 
campaign for encouraging voters to go to polls. 
As he told Maestro TV, the campaign will not 
support any political party, but will be directed to 
ensure that voters go to the polling stations. 

"For me, one of the important political experi-
ences is democratic elections. One of the main 
indicators of democracy is turnout of voters. I 
am launching a campaign focused on making 
voters active. It will not support a single political 
party. It will be a campaign of young people and 
we will try to encourage voters to go to polls. 
Apparently, the most passive voters are those 
aged 18-35 and we will focus exactly on this 
segment”, Margvelashvili said.

As for the election environment, the President 
said that the 2016 elections can in no way be 
compared with the 2012 elections. "Now is 
qualitatively better election environment. I am 
concerned about the Kortskheli incident, but in 
2012 we had similar incidents every day. And 
the media today is much freer,"- said the Presi-
dent.

National Forum office robbed          

August 9 

The National Forum party office has been 
robbed Tuesday night. 

As National Forum member Ani Mirotadze says, 
the investigation is now underway and she finds 
it hard to connect the robbery to political 
motives at this stage.

According to reports, computers were stolen 
from the office.

"I confirm the fact; however, I find it hard to 
connect it with political motives and the upcom-
ing elections, because I do not have any facts.

This may be an ordinary crime which has noth-
ing to do with the political process. The investi-
gation must find the motive.

Experts and investigators were working till late 
night,"- said Ani Mirotadze.



News 12

PM presents majoritarian candidate of 
Ambrolauri, Oni, Tsageri, Lentekhi 
and Mestia districts

August 9

Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili has presented 
Gocha Enuqidze as a Georgian Dream-Demo-
cratic Georgia majoritarian candidate of Ambro-
lauri, Oni, Tsageri, Lentekhi and Mestia districts. 

According to him, Gocha Enuqidze is a very 
experienced man and he will constantly care for 
the population.

"I want to tell you that there is a novelty in this 
year's election - 5 electoral districts - Ambrolau-
ri, Oni, Tsageri, Lentekhi and Mestia - were 
merged and they will have one representative in 
the parliament. The Georgian Dream majoritari-
an candidate of this united district will be Gocha 
Enuqidze. He had been a member of parliament 
twice.

Irakli Alasania to be majoritarian can-
didate in Gori

August 9

Free Democrats’ leader Irakli Alasania will be a 
majoritarian candidate in the city of Gori.

Alasania made the announcement at a press 
conference, after the party confirmed that Tamaz 
Shioshvili, who until recently had been named 

National Movement introduces Beka 
Basilaia as majoritarian candidate of 
Poti

August 12

National Movement leader Davit Bakradze has 
introduced Beka Basilaia as majoritarian candi-
date of the city of Poti. 

Giga Bokeria, Nana Aleksandria and Elene 
Khoshtaria attended the presentation. The party 
representatives introduced party's election 
program as well and talked about the ways of 
solving problems. 

Bakradze described Basilaia as a person full of 
energy and values. 

Beka Basilaia thanked the team for confidence 
and promised locals to solve their problems.

as the majoritarian candidate of Gori, is about to 
retire from politics.

"I, as the chairman of the party, made the 
decision to be a majoritarian candidate of the 
city of Gori since one of our friends made a 
decision to retire from politics. I will win the 
elections and it will be a victory of not only Gori 
and Shida Kartli. It will have a serious impact on 
the Free Democrats’ general outcome in the 
elections,"- he said

National Movement accuses govern-
ment of stealing cows from party 
activists          

August 12 

The National Movement accuses the govern-
ment of exerting pressure on the party members 
and activists. 

According to Gori majoritarian candidate Badri 
Basishvili, cattle have recently been stolen from 
several members of the party.

"Recently, our active members have been 
pressured and blackmailed. This was expressed 
in the following way - cattle were stolen from 
our coordinator in the village of Mereti. In addi-
tion, 5 cows were stolen from our party member 
Ivan Nuskhelishvili, who is a member of the city 
council", - said Basishvili.

He has called on the Interior Ministry to respond 
to the abovementioned, but added that he did 
not have high hopes for a proper response.



News 13

Irakli Okruashvili nominated as majori-
tarian candidate in Gori

August 12

Former Defense Minister Irakli Okruashvili will 
run for elections in the city of Gori. An initiative 
group nominated Okruashvili as a candidate at 
a press conference today. 

As known, Free Democrats’ leader Irakli Alasa-
nia in also a majoritarian candidate in the city of 
Gori.

Nino Burjanadze ready for debates 
with Davit Usupashvili on non-bloc 
status

August 12

Nino Burjanadze, leader of the Democratic 
Movement and co-author of the initiative – 
non-bloc status for Georgia, has responded to 
Chairman of Parliament Davit Usupashvili. 

Nino Burjanadze is ready for debates about the 
issue of non-bloc status with the Chairman of 
Parliament and all other opponents of the 
status. 

I share the sorrow of Irakli Alasania in 
advance, as he is doomed to fail - 
Irakli Okruashvili

August 12

I share the sorrow of Irakli Alasania in advance, 
as he is doomed to be defeated in Gori, - 
ex-defense minister and majoritarian candidate 
of the city of Gori, Irakli Okruashvili, said at a 
press conference today. 

According to him, he cannot see Alasania as his 
competitor.

"I cannot see Alasania as my competitor. Not 
because I think he is a weak figure, but 
because of the fact that I do not know what 
stands behind his decision. I want to wish him 
success without any irony, but I share his grief 

Parliament Chairman initiates consti-
tutional amendment in response to 
those demanding non-bloc status for 
Georgia

August 12

Chairman of Parliament Davit Usupashvili has 
initiated that a phrase - establish a full-fledged 
place in the Euro-Atlantic system of security and 
cooperation of democratic states – be added in 
the preamble of the Constitution about what do 
Georgian people want. 

As stated at a briefing by Davit Usupashvili, a 
bureau session will be held in the parliament at 
15:00 on Monday, which among other things will 
discuss the application submitted by citizens of 
Georgia, including Nino Burjanadze, who plan to 

in advance as he is doomed to fail,"- said 
Okruashvili.

The former defense minister criticized candi-
dates of other political parties as well and noted 
that their nomination referred to their "negligent 
attitude" towards Gori.

“If you look at the candidates of other political 
parties, you will see that they have nothing to 
do with parliamentarianism and MP’s status 
given their experience, profession and knowl-
edge. Therefore, they cannot bring any benefits 
to the city of Gori”, he said.

collect signatures and demand a clause to be 
added to the Georgian constitution, which would 
stipulate non-bloc status for Georgia – i.e. 
constitutional ban of European and Euro-Atlantic 
integration.

“Speculation with similar topics, including Geor-
gia’s fundamental national interests, is unac-
ceptable. That’s why I decided to call on my 
colleagues to amend the Constitution. Namely, I 
initiated that a phrase - establish a full-fledged 
place in the Euro-Atlantic system of security and 
cooperation of democratic states – be added in 
the preamble of the Constitution about what do 
Georgian people want.

This will be an adequate answer to the political 
forces that look at the issue like the initiative 
group does", said Usupashvili.



News 14

As the Democratic Movement leader noted, 
Usupashvili’s reaction was a proof of the impor-
tance of the issue.

According to her, the Georgian population, and 
not a certain politician, must decide what is to 
be written in the Constitution.

"I am confident that the non-bloc status initiative 
will be supported by a very large part of the 
population. Non-bloc status is the only real 
opportunity for our country's unification, eco-
nomic success and progress. As for the specu-
lations, many politicians, including the Republi-
can Party, were applying this method. Mislead-
ing population about NATO integration is specu-
lation. The fact that a lot of politicians today 
think that NATO integration is more important 
than unification of the country is speculation.

Unification of the country is a priority for me and 
my team and the main guarantee for this is the 
non-bloc status. So, the Georgian population, 
and not a certain politician, must decide what is 
to be written in the Constitution”, said 
Burjanadze.

I welcome Nino Burjanadze's position 
- Gogi Topadze

August 12

I welcome Nino Burjanadze's position that no 
military force must be present in Georgia, - Gogi 
Topadze, Chairman of the majority faction 
Georgian Dream – Industrialists told journalists.. 

"You are aware of my position on this issue. I 
and my teammates believe that Georgia - my 
homeland, should not be a member of any 
aggressive military bloc. Our dream is economi-
cally strong and independent Georgia with its 
history and culture to be a neutral country. I do 
not think it is right my country to participate in 
any military bloc", - said Topadze.

The idea belongs to the United Na-
tional Movement and it was not sup-
ported by the Republican Party - 
Sergi Kapanadze on Davit Usupashvi-
li’s initiative

August 12

We will respond to Davit Usupashvili’s initiation 
after we will win elections and we will reflect this 
idea in the Constitution, - United National Move-
ment member Sergi Kapanadze said in 
response to Parliament Speaker Davit Usupash-
vili’s initiative. 

According to Sergi Kapanadze, the idea belongs 
to the United National Movement and it was not 
supported by the Republican Party, which was 
then a member of the parliamentary majority.

"The United National Movement had a similar 
initiative earlier when we proposed the idea to 
make an amendment in the Constitution about 
our country’s Euro-Atlantic course. Then the 
Georgian Dream, the part of which was the 
Republican Party, did not support this proposal.

After the elections, the United National Move-
ment will return to this issue. European and 
Euro-Atlantic integration is an extremely import-
ant issue for us. We will respond to this propos-
al after the elections and reflect this idea in the 
constitution," - Kapanadze said.

Chairman of Parliament Davit Usupashvili has 

initiated that a phrase - establish a full-fledged 
place in the Euro-Atlantic system of security and 
cooperation of democratic states – be added in 
the preamble of the Constitution about what do 
Georgian people want.



News 15

Free Democrats to support Davit 
Usupashvili’s constitutional initiative

August 12

Free Democrats will support the constitutional 
initiative of the Parliament Chairman. As Zurab 
Abashidze said, Nino Burjanadze’s initiative on 
non-bloc status for Georgia does not contain 
any threat and it will not be realized. 

According to Abashidze, both proposals are 
pre-election tricks. "Nino Burjanadze's initiative 
and her campaign do not contain any threat, as 
people have decided where to go - it is the 
Euro-Atlantic area and the EU. If the Speaker 
sees any danger in it, we are ready to support 
his initiative - I do not think it will be a challenge 
for us.

Giorgi Kvirikashvili to present majori-
tarian candidates of Adjara region

August 13

Prime Minister of Georgia Giorgi Kvirikashvili 
says his team has a plan how Georgia’s west-
ern, coastal Adjara region could be transformed 
into an all-season tourist resort. 

The PM shared this vision when presenting the 
ruling Georgian Dream-Democratic Georgia ( 
GDDG) majoritarian candidates for Adjara in the 
region’s main Batumi city, prior to the October 8 
Parliamentary Elections.

“I am happy to see that the region is full of 
tourists and visitors. We have a plan and defi-
nite intentions how both costal and mountainous 
Adjara could become very attractive for tourists,” 
Kvirikashvili said.

Expanding on this idea the PM announced the 
plan to renovate and create new roads leading 
from seaside areas to the mountainous parts of 
Adjara, as well as constructing new mountain 
resorts in the region, meeting all European 
standards. 

The PM stressed the large-scaled activities 
would benefit both locals and the state econo-
my. 

Since the pre-election campaign kicked off on 
June 8,  the PM has been on nationwide tour to 
promote the GDDG party. 



64 political parties applied to CEC for 
registration. 

By this time, 38 of them are regis-
tered, while 7 parties were denied 
registration.

19 parties are still undergoing regis-
tration.

According recent data, the Central 
Election Commission registered 6 
media, 20 international and 41 local 
organizations for observing upcoming 
elections.



Central Election Commission Chairwoman Tamar Zhvania has released a statement on illegal participation of individuals in the election campaign. 

She called on political parties not to promote participation of foreign citizens in the election process. 

Tamar Zhvania says in the statement that it is impossible to draw up a protocol against a person with no right to participate in the pre-election process if 
he/she is not present in Georgia and therefore, the election administration will be merciless towards the persons who release election addresses of 
those who have no right to participate in the pre-election process.

The Central Election Commission Chairwoman called on election entities, officials and all parties engaged in the election process to be careful about the 
above-mentioned and facilitate proper implementation of the election legislation.

ELECTION COMMISION CHAIRPERSON CALLS ON PARTIES TO AVOID PROMOTING PARTICIPATION
OF FOREIGN CITIZENS IN ELECTION PROCESS

CEC 18



CEC 19

The representatives of the Central Election Commission (CEC) of Georgia and the trainers of the CEC Training Center participated in the preparation 
course organized by the CEC and International Foundation of Electoral Systems (IFES).

Two-day training was conducted by Rebecca Aaberg, Inclusion Officer of the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES). The course covered 
the topics related to the election terminology, guideline review regarding the involvement of people with special needs during the elections, the rights of 
persons with disabilities and proper etiquette, and legal framework: inclusive environment during the elections, Election Day simulation, protection of the 
norms of behavior and the etiquette related to the people with special needs at the polling station.

Trainers, who took part in the preparation course, will ensure the trainings for the Precinct Election Commission members for the Parliamentary Elec-
tions of October 8, 2016.

The trainings took place on August 8-9, 2016.

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CEC AND TRAINING CENTRE PARTICIPATED IN PREPARATION COURSE
August 10



CEC 20

By the initiative of the Election Administration, the mock elections were held for visually impaired voters at the branch of the Union of Blinds in Ponicha-
la. 20 persons used the frame/form for marking the ballot paper which ensures their independent participation in elections.

The legislature of Georgia is in line with a new approach; the mentioned model was selected in cooperation with the NGOs working on the issues of 
blind voters and based on the studies of the international best practice.

Rebecca Aaberg, an expert of the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) and Inclusion Officer, who works with the people with disabili-
ties, attended the mock elections. She observed the process of testing and took notice of the recommendations shared by the visually impaired voters;

Upon successful completion of the experiment, the consultations about the adoption of the frame/form for marking the ballot paper will continue at the 
Central Election Commission (CEC). If the decision is positive for the project implementation, the audio information will be prepared and disseminated 
accordingly.

Mock elections were organized by the CEC Coordination, Planning and Reporting Department.

MOCK ELECTIONS CONDUCTED FOR BLIND VOTERS
August 12



THE GYLA RESPONDS TO CASES OF ALLEGED INTERFERENCE 
WITH ELECTION CAMPAIGN (CAMPAIGNING) AND VIOLENCE

The Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA) responds to the cases of alleged interference with election campaigning and violence 
that took place in Borjomi, Dedoplistskaro and Zugdidi on August 11 and 12.

We, once again, call upon the involved parties:
Political parties, their representatives, and supporters:
- To respect and comply with the Georgian legislation;
- To refrain from hindering one another in the election campaign (campaigning) and from any type of violent acts;
- To undertake more responsibility for conducting the elections in a quiet environment, so that developments that take place will not 
cause damage to the elections and to the election campaign;

Law enforcement agencies:   
- To investigate the aforementioned incidents thoroughly and transparently within as short time as possible;
-  To give an accurate legal qualification to the incidents that have taken place, to ensure that all the perpetrators are identified in a 
timely manner, and to take lawful measures against them;
The Interagency Commission for Free and Fair Elections:
- To study the alleged violations of law by civil servant during election campaigning and to provide an appropriate legal response within 
the limits of its powers. 

The State Security Service:
As there is a doubt that employees of the State Security Service are engaged in surveillance and eavesdropping on representatives of 
political parties:   
- The Head of the State Security Service should ensure that such incidents are prevented and that the State Security Service fully 
distances itself from political processes. 

NGO 23

August 12



NGO 24

Factual information about the incidents

(GYLA monitors have personally verified each of the incidents on the ground.)

Information about the incident in Dedoplistskaro:

Late at night on August 11 this year, at about 2 A.M., the windows of the Dedoplistskaro Office of the political association United National 
Movement and the electoral banner of the UNM’s majoritarian candidate, Levan Bezhashvili, were damaged. The incident was also 
reported by the local media. In addition, the media reported that the Dedoplistskaro District Division of the Kakheti Police Department 
had launched an investigation into the incident on the basis of Article 187 of the Criminal Code which imposes sanctions for damage or 
destruction of another person’s property. Representatives of the UNM also named supposed participants in the incident.
Information about the incident in Zugdidi:

In the morning of August 12 this year, at about 10 o’clock, employees of the Zugdidi Organization of the United National Movement 
found a door on the third floor broken, while a door on the second floor bore footprints. The investigation into this incident was also 
launched under Article 187 of the Criminal Code, which imposes sanctions for damage or destruction of another person’s property. 
In a conversation with a GYLA monitor, representatives of the party’s local organization pointed out that the intrusion into the office may 
have aimed at taking certain information.  

Information about the incident in Borjomi:                                            
According to news reports, on August 11 this year, Giorgi Giuashvili, a member of the Labor Party of Georgia, stated that a member of 
the Borjomi Town Council, Besik Popkhadze, together with other persons who accompanied him, had hindered him from conducting 
election campaigning and abused him verbally and physically.

In a conversation with a GYLA monitor, Mr. Giuashvili said that he was moving around in Borjomi together with his driver, carrying cam-
paign materials (flags) and appealing voters to support the Labor Party of Georgia. He was also urging the public not to support the 
candidate of the political association Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia. At that time, he noticed three vehicles start following his 
car. The vehicles blocked their way, making his driver stop the car. Persons who got off the vehicles came up to Giorgi Giuashvili and 
abused him and his driver verbally and physically. Besik Popkhadze confirms that he verbally abused them. 
In a conversation with the GYLA monitor, Giorgi Giuashvili also named the other persons, in addition to Besik Popkhadze, who took part 
in the confrontation, noting that the said persons were employees of the Borjomi Town Council and of non-entrepreneurial (non-commer-
cial) legal entities of the Municipality of Borjomi. He also emphasized that employees of the State Security Service were systematically 
keeping him under surveillance and eavesdropping on him.   
  
According to Mr. Giuashvili, he applied to the police, was interrogated, and given a medical examination which established that he had 
sustained a less grave bodily injury. 


